Three  Salient  Reasons 


Culled  from  a  page  of  minor,  though  no  less  reprehensible  ones,  why  all  good 
citizens,  without  regard  to  party,  should  not  vote  for 


ANDREW  JACKSON  HERR, 


T1i8  RepnWican  Candidate  for  the  State  Senate. 


••  He  iieed.s  a  long  sijoon  who  sups  with  the  Devil 


‘‘No  people  blessed  with  liberty  could  be  deprived  of  it,  if  they  were  not 

/ 

made  dupes  and  the  instruments  of  their  own  destruction.  If  they  pos¬ 
sessed  the  necessary  intelligence  and  virtue,  acted  together,  and  made  a  com¬ 
mon  cause  in  defence  of  their  rights,  the  artihces  of  unprincipled  and  de¬ 
signing  men,  however  deep  and  well-contrived  they  might  be,  would  be  sure 
to  fail. — Aristotle,  Book  A,  Glia/p.  4. 


“What  has  he  ever  done  to  forfeit  the  confidence  of  his  fellow  citizens,  or 
lose  the  support  of  his  party  ?  -:«■***  •«•  *  yv e  insist  that  he 

has  been  a  faithful  public  servant.  *  *  *  *  He  is  a  credit  to  the  con¬ 
stituents  whom  he  represents  at  all  times.  *  *  -^  *  ^^  No  man  can  put 
his  finger  on  the  record  to  show  a  derelict  act  on  his  part.  *  *  *  *  * 

If  there  is  anything  to  the  emtrary  to  what  we  now  declare,  tee  challenge  it  for 
'publication.  *  *  *  *  On  his  record  let  him  be  measured. — Ha')'risburg 
Telegrojph,  August  13,  1880. 


FIRST  REASON. 


It  will  be  remembered  that  in  the  year  1855,  when  the  election  of 
United  States  Senator  for  Peiins3dvania  engaged  the  attention  of 
the  leo'islature  that  a  contest  of  no  ordinary  magnitude  ensued, 
which  ultimately  culminated  in  the  defeat  of  Hon.  Simon  Cameron 
in  the  election  of  Hon.  Wm.  Bigler. 

In  this  contest  Dr.  Jayne,  a  prominent  business  man  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  Avho  had  amassed  a  fortune  by  the  sale  of  Patent  Medicines, 
was  induced,  by  interested  parties  who  desired  to  pick  his  pocket  in 
a  genteel  way,  to  become  a  candidate  for  United  States  Senator  in 
opposition  to  Hon.  Simon  Cameron  and  the  field.  But  as 

“The  best  laid  plans  of  men  and  mice  gang  aft  aglee,” 
these  pretended  friends  instead  of  securing  the  election  of  Mr. 
Jayne  as  United  States  Senator  succeeded  in  stirring  up  a  hornets 
nest  in  the  shape  of  an  investigating  committee  of  which  the  Hon. 
Francis  Jordan,  now  of  Harrisburg,  was  chairman,  when  the 
following  facts,  relative  to  Andrew  Jackson  Herr,  republican 
candidate  for  State  Senator,  were  developed,  a  full  report  of  which 
can  be  found  in  Legislative  Documents  for  1855,  commencing  at 
page  G13. 

Extract  from  Report  of  Committee. 

“  A  hasty  perusal  of  the  testimony  taken  in  the  course  of  the  in¬ 
vestigation,  might  induce  the  impression  that  it  reflected  strongly 
on  Jacob  S.  Haldeman,  the  Senator  from  York.  This  is  especialH 
true  of  the  letter  purporting  to  be  written  by  D.  B.  Paxton,  to  said 
Haldeman,  requiring  him  to  refund  certain  money^s,  &c.  In  justice 
to  that  Senator,  your  committee  deem  it  proper  to  say,  that  the 
whole  testimony  upon  this  transaction,  taken  together,  not  only'' 
wholly  fails  to  prove  anything  corrupt  or  improper  on  his  part,  but 
has  satisfied  the  committee  that  a  base  attempt  was  made  to  extort 
money  from  him  under  false  pretences,  and  very  probably^  a  con¬ 
spiracy  for  this  same  purpose.  It  must  be  born  in  mind  that  one, 
E.  M.  Paxton,  Esq.,  is  the  recognized  attorney  of  Dr.  Jayne,  and 
was  at  Harrisburg  with  the  doctor-during  the  canvass,  and  had  left 
only  a  few  days  before  the  date  of  the  letter  in  question.  Assum¬ 
ing  that  Dr.  Jayne,  or  some  one  for  him,  had  placed  nine  hundred 
dollars  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Haldeman,  and  alleging  that  he  had 
abused  a  prepended  trust ;  the  letter  was  a  palpable  endeavor  to 
levy  blackmail,  and  extort  from  him  four  hundred  dollars.  The 
name  “  D.  B.  Paxton,”  was  near  enough  the  correct  name  of  Dr. 
Jayne’s  attorney  to  deceive  Mr.  Haldeman,  and  yet,  no  doubt,  con¬ 
sidered  far  enough  from  the  true  name  to  shield  the  author  of  the 
letter  in  question  from  a  supposed  danger  of  a  conviction  for  forgery. 
The  evidence  clearly  shows  that  A,  J.  Herr^  Esq.^  was  instrumental 
in  getting  up  this'  letter  and  forwarding  it  to  Mr.  Haldeman^  and 
your  committee,  after  a  searching  investigation,  was  unable  to  come 
to  any  other  conclusion  than  the  one  here  indicated.  Your  com- 
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mittee  would  direct  the  special  attention  of  the  Senate  and  House 
to  the  testimony  of  Mr.  A.  J.  Herr,  not  only  in  proof  of  the  cor¬ 
rectness  of  the  conclusion  arrived  at.  but  also  as  a  spedi  men  o  f  prc- 
\:arication.  contradiction,  and  attempted  concealment  rarely  to  be  met 
icith.^' 


Herr’s  Testimony. 

A..  J.  Herr,  sicorn: 

To  the  first  interros^atorv  he  answers :  Mv  asje  is  twenty-four. 
A  practicing  attorney,  living  in  Harrisburg.  I  am  acquainted  with 
Dr.  David  Jayne,  of  Philadelphia.  I  met  him  in  Harrisburg  during 
the  present  session  of  the  Legislature,  and  in  Philadelphia. 

Q.  (by  Mr.  Browne.)  By  appointment? 

A.  So,  sir. 

Q.  (b}’  Mr.  Browne.)  Do  vou  know  that  Dr.  Ja3me  was  a  candi¬ 
date  for  LAiited  States  Senate  ? 

A.  I  know  that  fact. 

Q.  (b}’  Mr.  Browne.)  Did  he  get  3’ou  to  exeit  3  0111*  influence  foi; 
his  nomination  or  election  to  United  States  Senate  ? 

A.  I  think  he  wanted  me  to  do  it,  but  he  did  not  sa3'  so  in  direct 
terms. 

Q.  (b3^  Mr.  Browne.)  Had  3*011  more  than  one  conversation  in 
reference  to  it  ? 

A.  Yes ;  more  than  one.  He  talked  about  the  matter  two  or 
three  times  while  he  was  here.  L  think  he  was  here  at  least  three 
davs. 

Q.  (b3*  Mr.  Browne.)  Did  he  visit  Harrisburg  more  than  once  in 
reference  to  this  matter  ? 

A.  He  was  in  Harrisburg  more  than  once,  but  whether  with  refer¬ 
ence  to  this  matter  I  cannot  say. 

_  c/ 

Q  (b3*  Mr.  Browne.)  M'here  did  these  conversations  take  place? 

A.  I  think  it  was  in  m3*  office.  I  think  he  was  not  at  m3*  oflice 
more  than  once.  1  am  sure  he  was  not.  Xo  one  was  present.  He 
came  to  m3*  office  alone.  He  did  not  come  in  pursuance  of  prior 
appointment.  That  was  the  first  time  I  ever  saw  the  man  to  know 
him.  It  seems  to  me  that  I  told  some  one  to  send  him  to  my  office. 
I  think  I  requested  Benton  Kerr,  of  Pittsburgh,  a  reporter,  to  send 
him,  but  I  am  not  sure.  I  requested  Benton  Kerr  to  send  him  to 
m3*  office,  because  I  had  an  idea  that  he  was  a  candidate  for  United 
States  Senator,  and  I  thought  I  might  be  emplo3*'ed  In*  him  in  the 
capacit3*  of  an  adviser.  When  the  Doctor  came  in,  he  shook  hands. 
I  told  him  I  understood  he  was  a  candidate  for  United  States  Sen¬ 
ator.  He  laughingly  said  that  he  believed  he  was.  I  then  said  to 
him  that  I  thought  some  persons  had  induced  him  to  become  a  can¬ 
didate  for  the  purpose  of  making  mone3*  out  of  him.  That  the 
rumor  had  alread3*  preceded  him  that  he  would  give  $100,000  for 
the  office.  He  replied  that  he  had  never  said  so — “  I  wouldn’t  give 
a  stiver  for  it.”  I  never  spoke  to  a  member  or  Senator  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  in  favor  of  Dr.  Ja3*ne.  I  wasn't  einplo3'ed  for  that. 
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Q.  (by  Mr.  Browne.)  Wliat  'W’ere  you  employed  for  ? 

A.  To  give  him  directions  to  the  best  of  my  judgment  whom  to 
nvoid  of  the  many  sharpers  who  had  made  application  to  him. 

Q.  (by  Mr.  Browne.)  What  did  the  Doctor  offer  3’^ou  in  consider¬ 
ation  of  those  services  ? 

A.  lie  agreed  to  give  me  any  reasonable  fee  that  I  might  de¬ 
mand  for  those  and  other  services  that  I  cannot  exactly  define.  I 
have  made  no  claim  upon  Dr.  Ja^me  for  these  services.  I  have  no 
reward  from  him  nor  anybody  else  for  these  services. 

Q.  (by  Mr.  Browne.)  When  did  you  see  Dr.  Jayne  last  ? 

A.  Last  Tuesday  morning. 

Q.  (by  Mr.  Browne.)  Where  did  you  see  him? 

A.  I  went  to  his  place  of  business  in  Chestnut  street.  I  have 
not  seen  him  since  that  morning.  I  have  receii^ed  no  communica- 
tion  from  him  nor  any  one  for  him,  verbal  or  written.  I  saw  Dr. 
Ja3me  two  or  three  times  a  da^^  whilst  he  was  here.  I  am  acquainted 
with  Mr.  Paxton.  I  think  his  name  is  Edwin  M.  Paxton.  I  met 
him  in  room  No.  30,  Herr’s  Hotel,  Harrisburg.  My  interview' 
with  him  w^as  after  m3^  first  interview  with  Dr.  Jayne.  I  went  into 
the  room  to  see  the  Doctor,  and  Mr.  Paxton  was  sitting  there. 
Mr.  Paxton  is  a  lawyer,  and  his  office  is  in  Chestnut  street,  Phila¬ 
delphia.  I  have  had  no  communication  with  him  in  reference  to 
the  reward  I  w'as  to  receive.  I  never  exchanged  a  word  wdth  Mr. 
Jacob  Haldeman  on  this  or  any  other  subject  of  legislation — never 
before  last  Sunday  night. 

Q.  (by  Mr.  Brownie.)  Do  you  known  of  any  money  or  other  val¬ 
uable  thing  being  used  by  Dr.  Ja3aie,  or  any  one  for  him,  for  the 
purpose  of  procuring  his  nomination  or  election  to  the  office  of 
United  States  Senator? 

A.  I  never  saw  any  money  used  or  never  heard  of  it  except  on 
the  street.  I  have  my  belief ;  in  fact  I  have  no  doubt  about  certain 
matters  and  things,  but  I  never  saw  it  or  hearcT  it.  I  mean  when  I 
say  matters  and  things,  money  being  used.  I  have  no  reasons  for 
this  belief — have  come  to  it  through  a  concatenation  of  little  events. 

Q.  (by  Mr.  McClintock.)  Have  you  had  a  conversation  with  ain' 
attorney  of  the  borough  on  the  subject  of  your  anticipated  exam¬ 
ination  before  the  committee  ?  If  so,  what  was  its  import  J* 

A.  I  think  I  did  sa3',  perhaps,  to  one  or  two  attorneys,  that  if  the 
examination  took  a  particular  turn,  I  would  throw  m3*self  on  m3^ 
constitutional  rights.  I  only  said  it,  however,  in  a  laughing  wa3'. 

Q.  (by  Mr.  Browuie.)  You  have  spoken  of  a  concatenation  of  little 
events  as  leaidug  3^0111’  mind  without  doubt  in  this  matter;  can  3'ou 
favor  us  with  one  of  them  ? 

A.  In  the  first  place,  m3'  mind  is  pre-disposed  to  come  to  this 
conclusion  by  the  rumors ;  in  the  second  place,  because  the  Doctor 
got  ten  votes,  and  because  he  had  no  claim  as  a  Statesman  to  en¬ 
title  him  to  such  a  post. 

Q.  (by  Mr.  Browne.)  At  3^0111*  first  interview  with  the  Doctor,  did 
3'ou  tell  him  3'ou  thought  he  had  no  such  claims  or  chance  ? 

A.  I  didn’t  sa)'  so  in  those  words,  but  I  think  I  gave  him  to 
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understand  that  he  would  have  a  hard  road  to  travel.  He  asked  me 
about  a  man  by  the  name  of  Zeilin,  whether  I  knew  Lim,  and  what 
sort  of  a  man  he  was.  I  said  I  did  not  know  him  personally,  only 
by  reputation,  and  that  he  was  a  professional  borer,  and  should  be 
avoided.  I  rendered  no  service  to  Dr.  Jayne  independent  of  advice. 
I  aided  no  one.  I  spoke  to  our  own  member  to  vote  against  Gen. 
Cameron — to  vote  for  anybody  else  he  saw  lit.  I  never  spoke  a 
word  to  any  other  member,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  in  refer¬ 
ence  to  Dr.  Jayne.  [Witness  being  shown  paper  marked  A.]  On 
Sunday  night  last,  I  was  sitting  in  bar-room  of  the  hotel,  and  the 
servant  came  and  told  me  that  Mr.  Bomberger  w'anted  to  see  me  in 
room  IS'o.  66.  I  went  up  ;  found  Mr.  Bomberger  and  Senator  Lewis 
there.  Mr.  Bomberger  opened  the  conversation  by  saying,  “  Mr. 
Herr,  there  is  some  talk  about  money  having  passed  from  your 
hands  to  Mr.  Haldeman.”  Mr.  Lewis  then  took  a  piece  of  paper 
out  of  his  pocket,  and  said  he  would  read  that  to  me.  He  did  read 
it,  and,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  it  corresponded  to  the  sub¬ 
stance  of  this  paper.  Mr.  Lewis  asked  me  then  what  I  knew  about 
it,  and  said  he  thought  it  was  a  hoax,  but  considered  it  his  duty  to 
ask  me,  as  my  name  was  mentioned.  I  stated  to  him  then,  as  I 
state  now,  that  it  was  the  first  I  had  heard  or  seen  of  the  letter  or 
the  substance  of  it.  I  was  going,  on  Saturday  night,  out  of  the 
door,  and  Gen.  Williamson  stopped  and  asked  me  “  what  is  that 
letter  about  5^011  and  Mr.  Haldeman  I  said,  “  what  letter  He 
replied,  “  something  about  you  giving  money  to  Haldeman.”  I  said 
I  knew  nothing  of  it,  and  passed  on.  During  Saturday  I  received 
no  communication,  written  or  verbal,  from  Mr.  Haldeman  ;  at  least 
I  think  not.  Prior  to  this  interview  with  Mr.  Williamson,  I  had  no 
knowledge  or  intimation  of  the  existence  of  such  a  letter,  so  far  as 
I  can  recollect  now.  I  never  saw  Mr.  Haldeman  since  until  this 
evening,  which  was  accidental.  !N^o  one  called  on  me  for,  or  in  his 
behalf,  in  reference  to  this  letter.  I  have  had  no  conversation  with 
Dr.  Jayne  in  reference  to  this  letter.  I  did  have  a  conversation 
with  Mr.  Paxton.  I  called  Mr.  Paxton’s  attention  to  it.  I  told  him 
there  was  a  rumor  in  town  that  such  a  letter  had  been  written  with 
his  name  signed  to  it.  He  laughed,  and  said  that  was  the  first  he 
knew  of  it.  I  think  I  explained  to  him  the  substance  of  the  letter, 
as  I  thought  it  to  be.  I  do  not  know  Mr.  Sanderson,  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  and  have  not  met  him.  I  know  Mr.  William  Walter,  of  Gettys¬ 
burg.  He  was  not  in  my  office,  but  I  met  him  at  Herr’s  hotel,  in 
the  reading-room. 

Q.  (by  Mr.  Browne.)  Did  not  Mr.  Walter  cop}'  this,  or  a  similar 
letter  for  you,  at  your  request  ? 

A.  I  think  I  will  have  to  decline  answering  that. 

Q.  (by  Mr.  Browne.)  Do  you  decline  answering  it? 

A.  I  decline  to  answer  it. 

Q.  (by  Mr.  Browne.)  Wh}^  do  you  decline  answering  it  ? 

A.  If  I  answer  it,  it  will  be  a  violation  of  professional  confidence. 
Mr  Walter  is  the  register  and  recorder  of  Gettysburg. 
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Q.  (by  Mr.  lU’OAvne.j  Wo  ild  your  ans^ver  implicate  cither  Mr. 
'Walter  or  yourself'  iu  any  ott'eucc  known  to  the  law ‘i’ 

A.  it  might.  Not  Mr.  'W'alter,  l)ut  two  others. 

Q.  (hy  Ml-.  Browne.)  AVlio  are  the  two  others? 

'A.  I  can’t  answer  tluit  for  the  same  reason.  If,  after  stating  the 
facts  to  an  old  attorney  here,  he  should  think  it  would  not  implicate 
me,  I  have  no  objection  to  give  the  names  and  stating  the  facts. 

Q.  (by  Mr.  Browne.)  Then,  as  I  understand  you,  your  objection 
to  answer  tlie  former  cpiestion  is  because  it  would  implicate  you, 
and  not  be  a  breach  of  in-ofessional  confidence? 

A.  Because  it  would  be  a  breach  of  professional  confidence,  and 
might  implicate  me. 

Q.  (by  Mr.  Browne.)  Do  you  sustain  the  relation  of  attorney  to 
all  of  these  three  ])arties  ? 

A.  Well,  they  said  they  spoke  to  me  as  their  lawyer,  and  that 
they  wanted  advice. 

Q.  (Iw  Mr.  Browne.)  Had  your  advice  and  professional  relations 
to  them  any  reference  to  the  election  of  United  States  Senator? 

A.  My  adWce  and  professional  relations  to  them  was  after  the 
nomination  and  before  the  day  for  the  election  for  United  States 
Senator. 

Q.  (by  Mr.  Browne.)  Hid  your  profes^onal  relation  with  these 
parties  originate  in,  or  were  they  connected  with,  the  letter  which 
has  been  referred  to  here  ? 

A.  It  began  before,  and  existed  at  the  time  these  parties  spoke 
to  me  about  the  facts.  These  facts  were  connected  wdth  that  let¬ 
ter,  and  about  the  nomination. 

Q.  (by  Mr.  McClintock.)  Hid  you  consider  their  consultation 
with  you  of  such  a  character  as  to  induce  a^ou  to  make  a  profes¬ 
sional  charge  for  services,  and  if  so,  did  you  make  such  charge  ? 

A.  I  didn’t  charge  them,  but  I  would  have  charged  any  other 
persons  under  the  same  circumstances. 

Q.  (by  Mr.  Browne.)  Will  3^011  give  us  the  names  of  these  parties 
that  3mu  allege  to  have  been  jmur  clients  in  this  matter. 

A.  I  decline  to  do  it,  for  the  reason  that  I  think  that  the  princi¬ 
ple  that  is  binding  upon  an  attorney  keeps  sacred  the  secrets,  as 
W'ell  as  names,  of  his  elients  is,  and  of  right  ought  to  operate 
here. 

Q.  (b}^  Mr.  Browne.)  Hid  not  Mr.  William  Walter  copy  this,  or 
a  similar  letter,  for  .vou,  at  your  request  ? 

A.  Hidn’t  I  answer  ves  ”  before  ?  I  decline  answering  it. 

Moved  and  seconded  that  so  much  of  the  testimony  as  this  wit¬ 
ness  has  declined  to  answer  be  reported  to  the  Legislature  forth¬ 
with  for  their  action. 


Fehruary  19,  1855. 

Examination  of  Mr.  Herr  resumed : 

Q,.  (by  Mr.  Browne.)  Hid  not  Mr.  AValter  copv  this  or  a  similar 
letter  for  you  at  your  request? 
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A.  He  did  copy  a  letter  at  my  request  somewhat  similar  to  this, 
-of  which  original  letter  this  is  an  imperfect  cop3^,  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge.  [Copy  sliown  witness.]  I  cannot  sa^'  whose  hand¬ 
writing  it  is  in.  The  copy  was  made  b\'  Mr.  Walter,  as  far  as  I 
know.  Mr.  Walter  brought  it  to  me,  and  laid  it  on  the  desk.  It 
was  not  at  nyy  oflice.  How  it  got  from  the  desk,  or  who  took  it, 
I  am  not  able  to  say.  I  can  hardlj^  sa}'  it  is  substantially  the 
same,  for  the  reason  I  am  about  to  give. 

Q.  (by  Mr.  Browne.)  AVho  is  the  Mr.  Paxton,  whose  name  was 
sisrned  ? 

A.  I  know  of  no  such  man  as  D.  B.  Paxton,  but  I  do  know  a  Mr. 
Edward  M.  Paxton. 

Q.  (by  Mr.  Browne.)  Did  3'ou  intend  to  represent  E.  M.  Paxton 
by  the  signature  of  D.  K.  Paxton  ? 

A.  I  did  not  intend  to  represent  any  one. 

Q.  (by  Mr.  Browne.)  Who  w’rote  the  'original  of  which  this  pur¬ 
ports  to  be  a  copy  ? 

A.  A  stranger.  I  think  by  the  name  of  David  or  D.  Lancy  or 
Glancy.  About  tw'o  days  before  the  caucus  nomination  for  United 
States  Senator,  I  happened  to  be  in  the  rotunda  of  the  Capitol, 
when  I  saw^  Mr.  Lewis  C.  Levin  and  a  gentleman  unknown  to  me, 
but  who  was  afterwards  represented  to  me  to  be  a  Dr.  Silsbee,  in 
high  dispute ;  when  a  gentleman,  a  stranger  to  me,  stepped  up  to 
me  and  said,  “the}^  are  quarreling  about  Dr.  Jayne.”  He  said  fur¬ 
ther  that  I  (meaning  myself)  must  listen,  “because,”  said  he, 
“Levin  wants  to  extort  money  from  Dr.  Ja^me,  and  if  I  can  learn 
anything  to  stop  the  game  I’ll  make  something,”  I  said,  “what’s 
your  name,  sir.”  He  replied,  Glancy  or  Lancy,  which  one  I  can’t 
tell.  I  afterwards  met  the  same  person  as  I  was  coming  out  of  m3’' 
office  one  morning.  He  made  .some  general  remark  about  Dr. 
Ja3’'ne  and  other  candidates.  I  saw  nothing  of  that  gentleman 
until  the  following  Saturda3’'  morning  early,  when,  as  I  was  em¬ 
ployed  at  the  desk  in  the  hotel,  receiving  and  making  out  bills,  this 
same  Glancy  or  Lanc3^,  wdio  I  think  lives  in  Philadelphia,  but  I  am 
told  he  is  an  editor  of  a  Doylestown  paper,  leaned  over  the  desk 
and  said  to  me  that  he  had  understood,  or  learned,  that  Mr.  Kerr  had 
placed  in  Mr.  Haldeman’s  hands  nineteen  hundred  dollars,  and  that 
Mr.  Paxton,  I  think  he  said,  wanted  him  to  get  it  back,  and  re¬ 
quested  me  to  write  a  note,  and  I  refused.  He  then  wrote  a  rough 
draft  himself,  of  which  I  think,  although  can’t  be  positive  of  this, 
I  either  made  a  copy  or  emendations,  that  was  given  to  Mr.  Walter 
b3’'  me  with  a  request  to  copy  it  off,  which  he  did.  To  the  best  of  m3" 
knowledge  and  recollection  I  did  not  read,  but  think  that  it  was  read 
to  me  hurriedly.  How  that  letter  got  away  from  there  I  am  unable 
to  say.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  recollection  of  what  Mr. 
Glancy  told  me,  there  are  two  errors  in  this  copy — first,  in  the 
amount,  and  second,  in  the  name  of  “Herr,”  which  ought  to  be 
Kerr,  according  to  the  best  of  my  recollection.  And  that  so  far  as 
this  letter  is  supposed  to  refer  to  me  is  a  mistake.  That  is  all  I 
have  to  say  in  regard  to  the  matter. 
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Q.  (b}^  Mr.  Browne.)  ]SIr.  Herr,  had  you  ever  met  Mr.  Glancy 
])eforc  he  spoke  to  you  in  the  rotunda  of  the  Capitol  ? 

A.  Not  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  but  I  think  I  saw  him  ])efore 
or  after  that,  either  in  or  at  the  door  of  Dr.  Ja5uie’s  room,  at  Herr’s 
hotel.  I  am  unable  to  say  wliether  he  addressed  me  by  name  when 
he  met  me  in  the  rotunda.  The  meeting  with  him  was  accidental, 
at  least  on  my  part.  1  think  it  was  the  day  after  he  met  me  coming 
out  of  my  oliice.  I  Just  happened  to  go  out  of  the  door.  At  this 
second  meeting  he  said,  “It’s  going  all  right  for  Jayne,”  or  some¬ 
thing  to  that  elfect.  To  the  l)est  of  my  knowledge  I  have  detailed 
all  the  conversation  that  occurred  between  Mr.  Glancy  and  myself 
\ip  to  the  time  of  this  second  meeting.  I  can’t  remember  that  I 
met  Mr.  Glancy  again  until  I  met  him  at  the  desk  in  Herr’s  hotel. 
AVdien  he  met  me  at  the  desk  he  opened  tlie  conversation  by  sa3dng 
to  me  that  he  addressed  me  as  a  lawyer,  but  gave  me  no  fee. 

().  (by  Mr.  Browne.)  Upon  what  authority  then  did  you  make 
those  emendations  in  the  letter  which  you  liave  spoken  of? 

A.  I  don’t  know  upon  what  authority;  I  can’t  tell. 

Q.  (by  Mr.  Browne.)  What  were  the  emendations  made  b}'  3^011  ? 

A.  That  I  can’t  tell ;  every  tiling  was  done  in  such  a  huny. 

Q.  (by  Mr.  Browne.)  Who  were  with  Mr.  Glanc}^  at  this  inter¬ 
view  ? 

A.  I  can’t  swear  to  the  names,  but  think  it  was  a  Mr.  Roberts, 
I  think  of  Philadelphia.  This  man  Roberts  appeared  to  be  the 
only  one  with  Mr.  Glancy  that  was  listening. 

Q.  (by  Mr.  Browne.)  Didn’t  I  understand  3^011  to  sa3^  before,  that 
Mr.  Walter  was  present  and  copied  the  letter? 

A.  I  asked  Mr.  Walter  afterwards  to  copy  the  letter.  It  was  per¬ 
haps  five  or  ten  minutes  after.  Mr.  Glancy  and  his  friends,  I  think, 
had  gone  when  I  asked  Mr.  AUalter  to  cop3''  the  letter. 

Q.  (b3’'  Mr.  Browne.)  The  original  letter  then  was  left  with  3^011  to 
be  sent  to  Mr.  Haldeman  ? 

A.  There  was  no  conversation  how  it  was  to  be  sent,  according 
to  the  best  of  m3’'  recollection. 

Q.  (b3^  Mr.  Browne.)  Then  wly^  was  it  sent  ? 

A.  I  don’t  know  that  it  was  sent.  How  it  went  I  don’t  know. 
It  might  have  been  sent  ly  me,  but  I  can’t  sa3^ 

Q.  (by  Mr.  Browne.)  Why  did  3’On  request  Mr.  Walter  to  copy 
it? 

A.  Because  I  did  not  wish  ny  hand-writing  to  be  seen  or  con¬ 
nected  with  such  an  affair.  I  think  I  said  to  Mr.  Walter,  “  this  was 
an  outrageous  affair,”  or  something  to  that  effect.  The  expression 
“  outrageous  affair,”  referred  to  the  subject  of  the  letter. 

().  (by  Mr.  Browne.)  Did  Mr.  Walter,  nottvithstanding  this  re¬ 
mark,  cop3’'  the  letter  ? 

A.  I  think  he  did,  sir. 

7  _  • 

Q.  (by  Mr.  Browne.)  What  became  of  the  original  letter  and 
the  co])v  after  Mr.  Walter  had  finished  it  ? 

A.  That  I  cannot  say'.  I  am  unable  to  say  w'hether  Mr.  Walter 
took  them  with  him. 
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Q,  (by  Mr.  Browne.)  Had  you  seen  Mr.  Walter  and  Mr.  (ilancy 
or  his  friends  together  ? 

A.  I  can’t  sa}',  because  there  were  so  man}'  in  the  room.  They 
were  not  together  at  any  time,  to  my  knowledge.  I  can’t  say  that 
I  considered  myself  as  acting  professionally  for  Mr.  Glancy  on 
that  occasion.  The  reason  why  I  hesitated  to  answer  in  respect  to 
the  matter  now  under  consideration  was  that  I  was  in  doubt  wdiether 
it  wouldn’t  be  a  violation  of  confidence. 

Q.  (by  Mr.  Browne.)  Who  w'ere  the  two  or  three  other  persons 
of  whom  you  spoke  at  the  previous  examination,  as  implicated  in 
this  matter  ? 

A.  I  referred  to  the  two  already  named ;  that  is,  Mr.  Boberts 
and  Mr.'  Glancy  and  Mr.  Kerr.  I  had  seen  the  person  I  have  called 
lloberts  and  Mr.  Glancy  together  on  the  street  and  at  Coverly’s  to¬ 
gether.  .1  had  no  conversation  Tvith  them  on  these  occasions.  I 
think  I  saw  Mr.  Boberts  yesterday  morning,  as  I  w'as  going  to 
church.  I  did  not  speak  to  him  then.  I  have  not  spoken  to  Mr. 
Boberts  before  or  since  that  interview  at  the  desk.  I  knew'  Mr. 
Kerr — sometimes  called  “  Benton  Kerr — before  the  interview'  at  the 
desk.  I  can’t  say  I’m  w^ell  acquainted  with  him.  I  have  met  him 
A'erv  often,  and  sat  and  talked  w'ith  him.  I  did  not  talk  w’ith  him 
about  the  subject  matter  of  this  note  before  the  interview'  at  the 
desk,  but  I  have  since. 

Q.  (by  Mr.  McClintock.)  Why  did  you  not  demur  to  the  use  of 
your  name  in  the  copy  of  the  letter  then  shown  to  you,  and  pur¬ 
porting  to  have  been  written  by  D.  B.  Paxton,  on  your  examina¬ 
tion  on  Saturday  night  ? 

A.  Because,  although  the  impression  on  my  mind  was  that  it  re¬ 
ferred  to  Mr.  Kerr,  but  I  did  not  know  but  that  I  was  mistaken, 
and  that  it  really  might  refer  to  a  Mr.  Herr,  the  member,  or  one  of 
my  brothers. 

Q.  (by  Mr.  McClintock.)  Is  not  your  supposition  an  afterthought, 
that  the  name  Herr,  contained  in  the  copied  letter,  should  have  been 
Kerr  ? 

A.  It  could ’lit  be  an  afterthought,  because,  before  my  examina¬ 
tion,  I  spoke  to  Mr.  Kerr  in  regard  to  the  mistake. 

Q.  (by  Mr.  Browne.)  You  have  said,  on  your  prior  examination 
in  reply,  that  on  Saturday  evening  of  that  day  you  told  Gen.  Wil¬ 
liamson  that  you  knew-  nothing  of  this  letter.  Beconcile  your  state¬ 
ment,  if  you  please  ? 

A.  Because  I  did  not  choose  to  tell  Mr.  Williamson  what  I  knew'. 
I  wms’nt  under  oath  at  that  time. 

Q.  (by  Mr.  Browne.)  You  have  said,  on  your  former  examination, 
that  prior  to  this  interview'  with  Mr.  Williamson,  “  I  had  no  know  l¬ 
edge  or  intimation  of  the  existence  of  such  a  letter.”  How'  do  you 
reconcile  that  with  your  present  statement  ? 

A;  Mr.  Williamson  spoke  to  me  of  a  letter  w'herein  my  name  w'as- 
mentioned,  and  the  amount  of  nine  hundred  dollars.  Of  such  a 
letter  I  had  no  knowledge  at  the  time. 
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Q.  (by  M.  Ilrowne.j  If  your  name  had  not  been  in  it,  wliy  did 
you  deny  your  knowledge  of  it  ? 

A.  Because  I  am  never  in  the  habit  of  talking  to  I\lr.  Williamson 
or  any  otlier  man,  on  a  matter  that  involves  the  reputation  of 
another.  I  am  not  so  vindictive. 

Q.  (l)y  Mr.  Browne.)  Were  you  more  certain  on  that  occasion, 
than  you  have  been  this  evening,  that  it  was  not  the  name  of  “  Mr. 
Herr”  in  the  letter? 

A.  I  don’t  know,  because  I  can’t  re-call  ni}^  impressions. 

Q.  (by  Mr.  Browne.)  Can  you  state  now,  any  more  definitely  than 
you  could  on  your  prior  examination,  the  reasons  of  the  certainty 
you  had  expressed  that  money  had  been  corruptly  used  in  procur¬ 
ing  votes  for  United  States  Senator  ? 

A.  Yes;  first,  because  there  was  a  secret,  mysterious  visiting 
going  on  by  Members  and  Senators  to  Dr.  Jayne’s  room;  because 
there  was  stealthy  whispering  between  different  parties,  and  because, 
very  often  when  some  gentlemen  would  go  into  the  Doctor’s  room, 
the  door  was  locked. 

Q,.  (by  Mr.  Browne.)  Were  you  present  with  the  Doctor  on  any 
of  these  occasions  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  am  of  the  decided  opinion  that  I  must  have  been 
in  the  room  when  the  door  was  locked.  I  think  more  than  once. 
I  must  have  been  in  there  wdien  the  door  was  locked  four  or  five  or 
six  times. 

Q.  (by  Mr.  Browne.)  When  3^011  say  you  had  no  doubt  of  corrupt 
practices  in  reference  to  the  Senatorship,  do  3^011  speak  from  knowl¬ 
edge  gained  at  these  interviews  ? 

A.  No,  sir  ;  m3r  conclusions  are  formed  upon  the  reasons  I  before 
gave. 

Q.  (b3"  Mr.  Browne.)  What  offers  were  made  at  an3"  of  these  in¬ 
terviews  under  lock  and  key  ? 

A.  None,  that  I  ever  heard. 

Q.  (by  Mr.  Browne.)  What  was  the  necessit3"  for  the  door  being 
locked  on  these  occasions  ? 

A.  I  don’t  know.  I  can  see  no  necessit)’  for  it,  unless  it  was 
done  mechanical  13’-  or  spasmodicallv. 

Q.  (by  Mr.  Browne.)  Have  you  no  other  reasons  for  believing 
that  corrupt  practices  were  used  in  this  matter  than  those  3’ou  have 
alread3^  stated  ? 

A.  None  that  I  can  just  now  think  of.  Mr.  E.  M.  Paxton  'was 
present  on  eveiy  one  of  these  occasions  when  the  door  was  locked. 
Mr.  Walter  was  not  present.  I  think  Mr.  Glanc3^  was  present.  I 
think  Mr.  Roberts  was  not  present.  One  evening  I  was  going  into 
the  Doctor’s  room — it  was  dark,  and  no  candle — and  two  persons 
came  out.  One  was  immediately  afterwards  spoken  of  b3"  Dr.  Ja3me 
ns  Zeilin.  A  tall  gentleman,  who  I  was  told,  either  by  the  Doctor 
or  Mr.  Paxton,  was  Mr.  Leas,  a  member,  who  coming  out  as  I  w’as 
going  in,  I  did  not  know  that  the  door  had  been  locked  at  that 
time.  I  can’t  recall  the  name  of  an3’  member  or  senator  I  met 
there  when  the  door  was  locked. 
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Q.  (l)}^  Mr.  Browne.)  What  were  services  for  wliich  you  v'ere  to 
receive  a  fee  or  compensation  from  Dr.  Jayne,  as  stated  in  3'our 
prior  examination  ? 

A.  I  was  to  counsel  and  advise  him  as  to  the  best  method  to  pur¬ 
sue  to  accomplish  the  object  for  which  he  came  here.  It  was  on 
Tuesday  morning,  the  13th  inst.,  that  I  saw  Dr.  Jayne  last,  at  his 
office  in  the  cit3\  Dr.  Ja3'ne  did  not  sa3"  to  me  anything  about  his 
intention  to  be  absent  from  the  cit3'.  The  subject  of  this  inquiry 
was  not  introduced  at  that  interview.  I  did  not  know  of  it.  I  did 
not  know  that  money  had  been  used  133"  Dr.  Jayne  at  the  time  that 
the  letter  marked  “A”  was  handed  to  me. 

Q.  (by  Mr.  Browne.)  Why  did  3^011  consent  to  be  the  agent  in 
emending  or  cop3dng  a  letter  which  alleged  that  fact  ? 

A.  Because  my  mind  was  predisposed  to  that  belief,  and  I  be¬ 
lieved  what  Mr.  Glanc3^  said.  I  can’t  recollect  distinctly  what  Mr. 
Glanc}"  said  when-  he  banded  me  the  letter ;  but  my  distinct  im¬ 
pression  is  that  he  spoke  of  “  very  high  figures.”  I  don’t  know 
whether  I  received  information  from  him  or  another  quarter  about 
sixty  thousand  dollars  being  used.  M3^  impression  is,  that  speaking 
of  the  letter,  he  said  nineteen  hundred  dollars. 

Q.  (by  Chairman.)  I  wish  3^011  to  sa3"  whether  or  not  3^011  did  not 
request  Mr.  Walter  to  seal  up  the  cop3’',  and  direct  him  to  send  it 
to  Hald email  ?  , 

A.  It  is  possible  that  I  did. 

Q.  (by  Chairman.)  Was  not  the  cop3"  made  by  Walter,  when  so 
sealed  up  and  directed,  given  by  you  to  a  gentleman  just  then  start¬ 
ing  to  the  Capitol,  with  a  request  to  deliver  it  to  Mr.  Haldeman  ? 

A.  I  have  no  recollection  of  that  fact.  It  may  be,  but  I  have  no 
recollection  of  it. 

Q.  (by  Chairman.)  Have  not  certain  members  of  the  present 
Legislature  admitted  to  3''ou  that  the3’'  had  received  mone3',  or 
promises  of  mone3q  for  their  votes  or  influence  for  United  States 
Senator  ? 

A.  Never  a  man.  I  have  no  recollection  of  speaking  to  a  single 
member  either  before  or  since  the  caucus. 

Q.  (b3^  Chairman.)  Did  3mu  not  state  to  persons  in  this  towm,  that 
$21,000,  or  some  similar  amount  had  passed  through  3mur  hands  in 
this  canvass  for  United  States  Senator? 

A.  Well,  Mr.  Jordan,  I  do  not  think  that  I  said  an3dhing  of  the 
kind,  but  1  may  have  said  so ;  but  I  swear  that  Dr.  Jayne  nor  an3" 
of  his  agents  nei^ergave  me  a  farthing  to  influence  votes  or  to  make 
capital  for  him,  nor  did  any  other  candidate  for  Senator,  or  an3' 
agent  for  him.  Besides  those  I  have  named  as  present  at  the  inter¬ 
view  spoken  of,  in  Dr.  Ja3me’s  room,  was  Dr.  Eshelman,  and  I  think, 
on  one  occasion,  Gen.  Williamson,  of  Huntingdon.  I  never  gave 
Mr.  Haldeman  personally,  or  any  other  one  for  him,  any  mone3^  to 
vote  in  any  wa3'  upon  any  question  or  bill,  nor  did  I  transmit  an3’. 

A.  J.  Herr. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  the  19th  da3'  of  February,  1855,  before  me. 

Fr.  Jordan,  Chairman^ 
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Mr.  William  Walters,  ^iworn  : 

To  the  first  interrogatory  he  answers :  My  age  is  nearly  thirt}'- 
four.  llcside  in  Gettysburg.  I  am  register  and  recorder  of  Adams 
count}". 

Q.  (by  the  Chairman.)  Do  you  know  anything  about  a  letter  said 
to  have  been  copied  by  you,  at  the  request  of  A.  J.  Herr,  Esq. 
Jf  so,  state  all  you  know  about  it? 

A.  Last  Saturday  a  week  ago,  in  the  morning,  tenth  present 
montli,  I  came  out  of  dining-room  at  Herr’s  hotel,  and,  as  I  stepped 
around  in  front  of  the  bar,  Mr.  A.  J.  Herr,  who  has  just  been  ex¬ 
amined,  was  in  the  bar,  and  called  me,  and  asked  me  if  I  was  en¬ 
gaged.  I  told  him  I  Avas  not  at  that  time.  He  asked  me  if  I 
would  copy  a  letter  for  him.  I  told  him  I  would.  I  then  went 
Avitli  him  into  front  parlor,  where  he  gave  the  letter  and  paper  and 
ink  to  make  a  copy  from  it.  He  then  left  me,  and  I  proceeded  to 
make  a  copy.  I  made  one  for  him.  Likewise  one  for  myself,  and 
returned  with  the  copy  for  him  to  bar-room  again.  Went  into  bar, 
Avhere  he  was  standing  at  the  desk.  I  then  showed  him  Avhat  I  had 
done.  LikcAvise  told  him  that  I  had  made  an  alteration  of  one  or 
two  Avords  in  fourth  line  from  bottom,  as  I  did  not  consider  the 
original  made*  good  sense.  He  glanced  at  it  hastily,  and  said  that 
it  was  right.  I  read  none  of  the  letter  to  him,  except  that  portion 
I  made  the  alteration  of.  He  then  gaA"e  me  an  eiiA^elope,  and  I 
folded  the  sheet  of  paper,  and  put  it  into  eiiA^elope,  and  addressed 
it  according  to  his  direction.  The  directions  were  “  Jacob  Halde- 
man.  Esq.,  Senate.”  Whilst  I  was  doing  this,  at  least  a  few  mo¬ 
ments  after  I  had  it  done,  a  gentleman  stepped  up  to  bar,  and  asked 
for  letters.  He  gaA"e  him  some  letters  or  papers.  Don’t  recollect 
distinctly  which,  and  the  person  had  turned,  and  made  a  step  or 
two  from  bar,  when  Mr.  Herr  called  him  back,  and  requested  him 
to  take  this  letter  along  Avith  him  to  House  or  Senate  Chamber. 
Don’t  recollect  distinctly  Avhich.  The  person  said  he  didn’t  know 
whether  Mr.  Haldeman  would  be  there  or  not,  but  he  would  take  it 
along,  and  leaA^e  it  on  his  desk.  This  letter,  so  sent  up,  was  the 
copy  I  made  of  the  original,  Avith  the  exception  of  the  one  or  tAvo 
words  altered  by  me.  I  gave  the  original  to  Mr.  Herr.  I  saw  Mr. 
Herr  either  lay  it  on  the  desk  on  his  father’s  bar,  or  put  it  in. 
Can’t  say  which.  I  can’t  say  distinctly  the  alterations  made. 
Merely  an  alteration  of  style ;  no  alteration  of  sense.  The  sub¬ 
stance  of  the  letter  remained  precisely  the  same  as  the  original 
was.  I  kept  copy  I  made  for  myself  until  eleAnn  o’clock,  when  I 
was  in  Senator  Cooper’s  room  at  Yaughn’s.  I  showed  him  the 
copy  Avhich  I  had'  taken.  After  he  had  read  it,  theie  AA'ere  some 
three  or  four  persons  in  the  room,  most  of  them  strangers  to  me, 
but  with  one  of  Avhom  I  afteiuvards  became  acquainted.  Mr.  Cooper 
handed  this  copy  of  mine  to  either  a  gentleman  by  the  name  of 
Sanderson,  or  some  other  individual  Avhom  I  do  not  knoAV.  I  don’t 
recollect  which  of  the  two  got  my  copy  first.  They  asked  me  if 
they  might  take  a  copy.  I  told  them  I  had  no  objections.  They 
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took  off  two  copies.  [Witness  here  produced  copy  taken  by  him¬ 
self,  for  which  see  page  11,  and  says,  ‘‘this  is  the  copy.”]  I  did 
not  see  any  person  speaking  to  Mr.  Herr  at  this  time,  as  I  stated 
before.  I  had  just  come  out  from  breakfast. 

Q.  (by  Mr.  McClintock.)  Do  you  know  Mr.  Haldeman,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  present  legislature,  personally  or  otherwise  ? 

A.  I  do  not.  He  was  pointed  out  to  me  as  I  came  to  town  to¬ 
day,  but  I  don’t  think  I  would  know  him  now  if  I  saw  him.  I  can't 
say  that  I  know  Mr.  Herr’s  hand-writing.  I  never  received  but  one  • 
letter  from  him.  Ido  not  know  in  whose  hand-writing  the  letter 
was  that  I  copied.  My  impression  is  that  ]\lr.  Herr  said,  when  he 
handed  me  the  letter  to  copy,  that  he  got  it  from  the  person  who 
signed  it — “D.  R.  Paxton” — that  he  (Paxton)  wished  a  copy  made 
and  sent,  and  that  he  wanted  to  keep  the  original.  It  has  been 
eighteen  months  since  I  got  a  letter  from  Mr.  Herr.  I  don’t  know 
D.  R.  Paxton  or  E.  M.  Paxson.  W.  T.  Walter. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  the  19th  day  of  Pebruary,  1855,  before 

pR.  Jordan, 

•  Chairman. 

The  following  is  the  paper  alluded  to  by. Mr.  M".  T.  Walter  in 
his  testimonv  : 

Saturday  Morning. 

Jacob  Haldeman.^  Esq.:  Last  night  Mr.  Herr  placed  in  your 
hands  nine  hundred  dollars  for  which  3*011  pledged  3*ourself  to  do 
certain  thino;s.  How  well  those  things  were  done  for  Dr.  Javne  is 
unnecessary  to  sa}*.  But,  sir,  3*011  will  remember  that  3*011  made 
the  proposition,  xsow,  sir.  Dr.  Ja3*ne  repudiates  and  condemns  this 
transaction.  I  do  not  resort  to  threats,  but  I  desire  3*011  to  return 
four  hundred  dollars  to  Mr.  Herr  before  twelve  o’clock  to-dav — the 

_  w 

five  hundred  dollars  3*011  can  retain.  There  ma3^  not  be  an3*  resort 
to  law  if  3*011  do  this,  but  another  and  more  effectual  mode  of  le- 
dress.  I  make  no  comments  on  3*our  conduct,  under  the  circum¬ 
stances,  but  shall  wait  in  patience  to  hear  from  3"ou  or  Mr.  Herr. 

Respectfull3^,  D.  R.  Paxton. 

The  other  evidence  in  the  case  will  be  found  in  Legislative  Re¬ 
cord  for  1855. 

SECOND  REASON. 


The  3*ear  1864,  was  the  most  critical  period  in  the  histoiy  of  the 
rebellion.  The  general  government  and  the  States  were  using  everv 
exertion  to  raise  men  and  means,  and  it  was  the  dut3*  of  everv 
patriotic  citizen  to  aid  them  as  far  as  in  their  power  la3*.  And  3*et 
the  histoiy  of  that  3'ear  reveals  the  lamentable  fact  that  officers  of 
the  arm3*,  of  courts,  and  civilians,  combined  together  to  rob  and 
cheat  the  overbiirthened  citizens  of  the  Commonwealth,  for  the  piir- 
lioses  of  private  gain.  Many  of  these  persons  were  loudest  in  their 
claims  to  lo3*alt3*  and  love  of  countr3*.  Citizens  of  Penns3*lvania 
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•were  robbed  of  twelve  millions  of  dollars  in  the  year  18G4  by  these 
vultures  in  human  shape.  Men  were  sold  into  the  army  at  so  much 
a  head.  Anything  in  the  shape  of  a  man  that  could  draw  a  bounty y 
from  a  common  vagrant  to  a  murderer,  was  utilized.  Jails  Avere 
emptied,  and  their  inmates  permitted  to  enlist  after  being  sold,  only 
to  desert  and  again  be  sent  to  some  other  point,  there  to  be  re-sold 
and  rc-enlistcd. 

The  records  of  the  State  for  the  3^ear  1865,  will  astonish  those 
unaccpiaintcd  Avith  the  details  of  the  investigation  in  relation  to  this 
subject. 

The  following  is  from  Goa".  Curtin’s  message  to  the  Legislatuie. — 
(See  Legislative  Record  for  1865,  page  12 :) 

“  A  neAv  call  has  been  made  by  tlie  President  for  300,000  men. 
This  renders  it  proper  that  I  should  invite  your  attention  to  the 
evils  Avhich  have  resulted  from  abuses  of  the  system  of  local  boun¬ 
ties  which  was  begun,  in  an  emergency,  by  the  A'oluiitary  and  gen¬ 
erous  loyalty  of  our  citizens,  before  the  passage  by  Congress  of  the 
enrolment  act,  and  has  since  been  continued  by  sundry  acts  of  As¬ 
sembly.  The  result  has  been  to  the  last  degree  oppressive  to  our 
citizens,  and  improductiA^e  of  corresponding  benefit  to  the  GoA^ern- 
ment.  In  some  counties  and  townships,  it  is  believed  that  the 

bounty  tax  during  the  last  year  exceeded  the  average  income  from 

the  land.  The  large  sums  offered  in  some  places  in  tlie  competition 
for  men,  have  demoralized  many  of  our  people,  and  the  most  atro¬ 
cious  frauds  connected  Avith  the  system  have  become  common.  The 
men  of  some  of  the  poorer  counties  have  been  nearly  exhausted  by 
their  volunteers  being  credited  to  richer  localities  paying  heavier 
bounties.  The  S3^stem  as  practiced  lowers  tho  morale  of  the  arm^-^ 
itself  b^"  putting  into  the  ranks  men  actuated  by  merely  mercenaiy 
motives,  and  who  are  tempted  to  desert  by  the  facility  of  escaping 
detection,  and  the  prospect  of  new  gains  by  re-enlistment,  a  process 
which  they  expect  to  be  able  to  repeat  an  indefinite  number  of 

times.  Of  the  number  of  men  for  whom  bounties  have  been  paid, 

it  is  believed  that  not  one-fourth  have  been  actuall^^  placed  in  the 
ranks  of  the  army,  and  even  those  who  have  joined  it,  have  proba¬ 
bly  not  on  an  average  received  for  their  own  use  one-half  of  the 
bounty  paid  to  them.  Immense  sums  have  thus  been  appropriated 
b}"  cheats  and  swindlers,  in  many  cases  believed  to  be  acting  in 
complicity  with  agencies  of  the  Go\"ernment. 

An  effort  Avas  made  to  prosecute  some  of  the  parties  concerned 
in  such  frauds  under  an  act  of  Assembly  of  14th  August  last,  and 
they  were  bound  over  by  the  Mayor  of  this  city,  but  after  the  wit¬ 
nesses  had  come  here  on  the  meeting  of  the  court,  they  disappeared 
from  the  public  eye.  I  recommend  the  whole  subject  to  your  care¬ 
ful  consideration,  that  the  system  may  be  purged  of  these  evils. 

I  am  officially  informed  that  the  quota  of  this  State,  under  the 
recent  call,  is  66,999,  but  I  am  not  informed  of  the  principle  on 
which  the  draft  is  to  be  made. 

It  appears  from  the  President’s  proclamation,  that  it  is  made 
chiefly  to  supply  an  alleged  deficienc}^  in  former  calls.  I  am  sui-- 
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prised  at  the  amount  of  this  large  deficienc}',  and  can  only  account 
for  the  difference  between  the  number  of  men  furnished  by  the  State, 
and  the  deficiency  alleged  to  exist  in  the  assignment  of  the  present 
quota  by  the  army,  although  enlisted  and  mustered  after  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  bounties  by  the  localities  to  which  they  were  supposed  to 
be  credited.  It  is  probable  that  tliere  are  very  few  counties  in  tho 
State  which  have  not  paid  large  bounties  for  a  number  of  men  suHi- 
cient  to  fill  their  former  quotas. 

Taking  the  local  bounties  at  the  low  average  of  four  hundred  dol¬ 
lars,  it  is  believed  that  it  can  be  demonstrated  that  the  people  of 
Pennsylvania  have  thus  been  robbed  of  more  than  TWFLYE 
MILLIONS  OF  DOLLARS  during  the  past  year.  This  estimate 
does  not  include  the  money  fraudulently  taken  from  men  who  have 
actuallj"  gone  into  the  service. 

The  continuance  of  these  monstrous  and  unparalled  abuses  can¬ 
not  be  tolerated. 

Certainly  more  men  are  required  to  aid  our  gallant  soldiers  in 
the  field  in  crushing  this  rebellion,  and  every  consideration  of 
patriotism  and  of  regard  for  our  brothers  who  are  now'  in  the  face 
of  the  enemy,  obliges  us  to  spare  no  effort  to  raise  the  necessary 
force. 

To  cany  out  the  purposes  of  the  above  message,  the  following 
resolution  w'as  introclueed  in  the  House  by  Mr.  Alleman,  of  Dau¬ 
phin,  on  the  lltli  of  January,  1865. 

The  Record. 

Mr.  Alleman  (Dauphin)  offered  the  following  resolution,  whicli 
was  twice  read : 

Whereas,  The  Governor  in  his  annual  message  calls  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  Legislature  to  a  class  of  people  wdiom  he  denominates 
‘‘  cheats  and  swdndlers,”  who  have  been  systematically  robbing 
whole  communities  of  honest  appropriations  of  mone}^  collected 
for  draft  exemptions,  and  have  defrauded  credulous  volunteers  and 
substitutes,  who  unfortunately  fell  into  their  clutches,  of  a  large 
portion  of  the  bounty  to  which  those  soldiers  w^ere  justly  entitled . 

He  also  refers  to  a  case  where  information  w'as  made  before  the 
mayor  of  the  city  of  Harrisburg  against  certain  parties  charged 
with  the  violation  of  the  act  of  Assembly,  approved  August  14th, 
1864,  in  which  a  proper  return  was  made  of  said  case  to  the  court 
of  Dauphin  countjs  and,  on  the  meeting  of  the  court,  the  w’itnesses 
appeared,  after  which  the  parties  “  disappeared  from  the  public 
e^'e.”  The  Governor  hints  very  strongly  at  either  a  flagrant  dere¬ 
liction  of  duty  on  the  part  of  Dauphin  county  judicial  officials,  or 
else  an  unscrupulous  case  of  bribery  and  corruption ;  therefore. 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed,  with  full 
power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to 
make  a  thorough  examination  of  the  facts  and  the  charges  made  by 
the  Governor  in  his  message,  and  referred  to  in  the  preomble,  and 
report  the  full  proceedings  of  their  investigaiion  to  this  House. 
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Mr.  Alleman  (Dauphin.)  Mr.  Speaker,  nothing  but  a  stern 
sense  of  duty  compelled  me  to  present  that  resolution — nothing 
but  an  imperative  necessity,  sir,  impels  me  to  urge  its  passage.  I 
am  free,  sir,  to  confess  that  Harrisburg  is  infested  by  bounty  and 
substitute  brokers,  who  are  a  scourge  to  the  community,  and  who 
are  bringing  a  reproach  upon  .tlie  Government.  I  am  anxious  that 
these  parties  shall  change  their  location — that  they  shall  leave  for 
parts  better  suited  to  their  peculiar  operations. 

When  the  annual  message  was  received  from  the  Governor  of  this 
Commonwealth,  I  learned,  for  the  first  time,  of  the  case  referred  to 
by  him.  I  am  now  unacquainted  with  the  facts  of  the  case,  but 
that  message  casts  a  reflection  upon  the  court  of  quarter  sessions 
of  Dauphin  county,  as  well  as  a  member  of  the  Dauphin  county 
bar,  to  have  that  matter  thoroughly  investigated.  It  is  not  only,  sir, 
a  reflection  upon  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  Dauphin  county, 
but  it  is  a  reproach  to  the  bar  of  Dauphin  county.  I  think,  sir, 
that  it  is  due  to  Judge  Pearson,  the  president  judge  of  this  district, 
that  this  matter  should  be  thoroughly  investigated.  Judge  Pear¬ 
son  stands  before  this  community  as  an  honest  man — as  an  irre¬ 
proachable,  incorruptible  judge,  and  it  is  proper,  sir,  that  justice 
should  be  awarded  him  by  thoroughly  investigating  this  matter. 
If  there  are  parties  around  Judge  Pearson — if  there  are  officials 
connected  with  the  court  of  Dauphin  county  who  have  been  cor¬ 
rupted,  let  us  know  who  those  parties  are.  The  people  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  have  now  the  fact  ojfficially  before  them  that  the  court  of  quar¬ 
ter  sessions  of  Dauphiu  county  is  a  corrupt  courts  and  it  is  I'ight 
and  proper^  sir^  that  we  should  know  tvho  those  cori'upt  officials  are. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. — (Legislative  Record,  1865,  page 
32.) 

On  the  24th  of  January,  1865,  Mr.  Alleman  offered  the  following, 
which  was  read  twice  and  adopted : 

Whereas,  The  preamble  of  a  resolution  for  the  appointment  of 
a  committee  of  investigation  adopted  by  the  House  on  Wednesday, 
the  11th  instant,  inadvertently  does  the  Governor  injustice  in  mak¬ 
ing  him  reflect  improperly  upon  certain  judicial  officers  ;  therefore, 

Pesolved^  That  the  preamble  aforesaid  be  so  amended,  as  to  cast 
no  reflection  whatever  upon  the  judges  of  the  Coui't  of  Quarter 
Sessions  of  Dauphin  County. — (Legislative  Record,  1865,  page  85.) 

From  the  Report  of  the  Committee. 

That  base  frauds  of  a  startling  magnitude  are  dail}^  and  continu¬ 
ously  practiced  upon  the  Government,  the  people,  and  the  soldiers, 
is  a  suspicion  well  grounded  in  the  minds  of  the  community  gener¬ 
ally.  But  the  facts  and  vastness  of  these  frauds,  and  the  perfect 
system  with  which  they  are  practiced,  are  not  only  appalling,  but 
almost  incredible.  It  is  barely  possible  to  discover  some  of  these 
villanies  and  some  of  the  parties  interested  in  practicing  them,  es¬ 
pecially  upon  the  Government.  Parties  concerned  in  these  frauds 
are  always  the  shrewdest  and  most  cunning  portion  of  the  commu¬ 
nity,  capable  of  covering  up  their  tracks  and  unscrupulous  in  avoid- 
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iiig  detection.  With  these  difficulties  your  committee  contended, 
and  found  it  impossible  to  fasten  those  swindles  upon  certain  parties, 
>vho,  in  the  conviction  of  their  judgment,  are  guilty  of  base  arts  of 
perfid}’,  violation  of  the  confidence  of  the  people  and  the  govern¬ 
ment,  and  flagrant  dereliction  of  duty. 

Some  facts,  however,  have  been  elicited,  some  frauds  detected, 
and  some  persons  discovered  as  the  authors  and  perpetrators  of 
those  outrages,  disgraceful  to  the  parties  interested  in  them,  appall¬ 
ing  in  magnitude,  and  infamous  in  character.” — (Appendix,  Legis¬ 
lative  Record,  1865,  page  13.) 

The  above  is  quoted  to  show  the  character  of  the  villainies  per¬ 
petrated.  The  report  further  saj's  : 

•‘The  custom  of  liberating  culprits,  guilt}"  in  many  instances,  of 
henious  crimes  against  the  laws  of  the  land,  for  the  purpose  of  hav¬ 
ing:  them  mustered  into  the  TJnited  States  Service,  which  your  com- 
mittee  have  thus  traced  to  the  very  Capital  of  the  Commonwealth, 
is  not  only  trifling  with  justice,  but  is  detrimental  to  the  service, 
an  outrage  upon  honorable  men  who  have  enlisted  from  patriotic 
motives,  by  associating  them  with  criminals  and  felons. 

“The  attention  of  the  House  is  also  invited  to  the  testimony 
which  casts  reflection  upon  civil  officers  who  have  been  selected  to 
bring  offenders  to  justice  and  rid  the  communit}"  of  its  ‘moral 
lepers,’  by  the  settlement  of  cases  without  proper  investigation, 
and  the  palpable  neglect  to  cause  the  parties  who  become  bail  feel 
the  responsibiUty  which  the}"  voluntarily  assumed.” — (Appendix 
Legislative  Record,  1865,  page  14.) 

Testimony  of  C.  C.  White  : 

“During  this  time  we  appeared  before  the  Grand  Jury  of  Dau¬ 
phin  county  to  testify  in  the  matter  of  the  Commonwealth  against 
the  club.*  Mr.  Herr,  the  District  Attorney,  appeared  to  be  in  a 
great  hurry — asked  me  no  questions,  and  in  my  opinion  did  not 
w"ant  us  to  say  much,  although  present  during  the  whole  examina¬ 
tion.. — (Appendix,  page  20.) 

Mr.  Herr  was  District  Attorney  of  Dauphin  county. 

Hon.  A.  L.  Roumfort’s  testimony : 

^  ^  if. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  the  officers  of  the  court  are  in  the 
habit  of  sueino;  out  forfeited  rccoonizances,  either  of  witnesses  or 
parties  ? 

A.  Within  the  last  two  years  I  know  of  but  two  cases.  In  one 
of  these  cases,  I  am  not  aware  that  the  money  has  yet  been  re¬ 
ceived.  Hence  going  bail  for  the  appearance  of  witnesses,  prose¬ 
cutors  or  defendants  appears  to  be  a  vain  formality.  Men  are 
readily  found  to  go  bail  in  any  case.  They  make  money  by  it,  and 
do  not  seem  to  fear  the  consequences  of  the  responsibilities  they 
assume.  I  cannot  tell  the  number  of  cases  in  which  recognizances 
were  forfeited  during:  mv  oflicial  term,  but  I  can  sav  that  I  have 
returned  some  two  hundred  cases,  in  many  of  which  recognizances 


*A  olairof  officers  and  civilia’is  to  enlist  repeaters,  re-enlist  deserters,  etc. 
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were  forfeited.  I  consider  this  mode  of  proceeding  calculated  to 
paralyze  the  ends  of  justice. — (Appendix,  pages  22  and  23.) 

Mr.  Herr  was  district  attorney  of  Dauphin  county. 

[Legislative  Record,  page  23  of  Appendix.] 

G.  W.  Simmons,  hwovyi: 

Q.  (by  Col.  Alleman.)  State  your  name  and  otticial  position? 

A.  G.  W.  Shnmons.  Am  keeper  of  the  Dauphin  county  prison. 
Have  held  this  position  nearly  two  years. 

Q.  State  whether  prisoners  have  been  taken  out  of  the  prison, 
and  put  into  the  United  States  service.  If  so,  by  what  authority, 
and  by  whom  ? 

A.  Prisoners  have  been  taken  out  of  confinement,  and  from 
what  I  understand  were  put  into  the  army.  Bail  generally  entered 
before  Judge  Pearson,  upon  whose  order  I  always  discharge  pris¬ 
oners,  as  I  am  bound  to  do.  After  returns  are  made  by  justices 
of  the  peace  and  aldermen,  Ac.,  to  the  court,  prisoners  are  con¬ 
sidered  in  hands  of  district  attorney,  on  whose  orders  I  alwa^^s 
discharge  prisoners. 

Q.  State  about  how  long  an  able-bodied  man  has  been  allowed  to 
remain  in  prison  since  you  have  been  keeper  ? 

A.  Sometimes  they  are  taken  out  the  same  day.  Sometimes 
they  remain  a  few  days  or  weeks,  but  they  are  invariably  taken 
out  before  the  court. 

Q.  Does  their  release  depend  upon  the  character  of  the  charges 
against  them  ? 

A.  Not  at  all.  It  makes  no  diflerence  whatever.  - 

Q.  Who  generally  interferes  in  securing  their  release  ? 

A.  After  they  are  fully  committed  for  trial  or  court,  they  employ 
an  attorney,  who  attends  to  their  business,  furnishes  bail,  and  makes 
his  own  contracts.  This  is  generally  the  case. 

Q.  Have  any  of  the  court  or  prison  officials  interferred  or  inter¬ 
ceded  in  securing  the  discharge  of  any  prisoners  for  the  purpose  of 
putting  them  in  the  United  States  service? 

A.  Jacob  D.  Hoffman,  a  prison  inspector,  has  interceded,  himself, 
in  a  number  of  instances,  to  get  prisoners  out  of  jail,  and  has  bailed 
a  number  for  their  appearance  at  court.  He  frequently  comes  to 
the  prison  with  other  parties,  sees  the  prisoners,  then  generally  a 
move  is  made  to  have  them  released  on  bail.  After  prisoners  are 
bailed  out,  generally,  it  is  the  last  I  see  of  them. 

Q.  Who  do  you  mean  by  the  other  parties  ? 

A.  Judge  Pearson,  District  Attorney  Herr,  and  the  party  who  is 
to  go  the  security.  The  judge  generally  inquires  of  the  district 
attorney  how  the  case  stands,  the  nature  of  it,  Ac.  Upon  the  in¬ 
formation  or  advice  the  judge  generally  acts. 

Q.  What  amount  of  bail  is  generally  entered? 

A.  Generally  from  two  hundred  to  five  hundred  dollars,  seldom' 
exceeding  the  latter. 
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Q.  Do  an}'  of  the  other  prison  inspector;  interfere  in  the  release 
of  prisoners  ? 

A.  Xo,  sir,  have  not  within  one  year. 

Q.  Has  it  not  become  a  nuisance  for  prison  officials  and  others  to 
interfere  in  the  discharge  of  prisoners  for  the  purpose  of  putting 
them  into  the  army  ? 

A.  We  scarcely  have  a  prisoner  in  jail  until  there  is  some  one 
after  him ;  we  always  inquire  their  business  with  the  prisoner ;  if 
the  answer  is  not  satisfactory',  we  refuse  to  admit  them  :  in  manv 
cases  they  get  orders  from  prison  inspectors,  upon  which  we  are 
obliged  to  admit  them  ;  the  first  question  asked  is  how  ^nuch  the 
prisoners  would  take  to  go  into  the  army;  this  conversation  I  would  al¬ 
ways  stop ;  when  they  go  out  and  employ  an  attorney,  who  makes 
the  bargain  and  all  other  arrangements — procures  bail  and  a  dis¬ 
charge,  if  possible. 

Q.  If  a  prison  inspector  visits  the  prison  in  company  with  any 
other  party,  do  you  ever  hear  the  conversation  between  them  and 
the  prisoners  ? 

A.  Xo,  sir;  prison  inspectors  or  attorneys  at  law  are  official  vis¬ 
itors,  and  have  a  right  to  private  conversations  with  prisoners. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  a  single  case  within  the  past  year,  where  a 
prisoner  has  been  allowed  to  remain  in  jail  until  court,  when  he  was 
fit  for  military  service  .2 

A.  I  know  of  two  men,  Chamber  and  Miller,  charged  with  being 
pickpockets  and  burglars,  who  remained  in  over  court ;  their  cases 
never  having  been  brought  up  before  the  court,  were  discharged 
after  the  adjournment  of  court  and  put  into  the  service.  There 
was  also  a  case  ao-ainst  John  Sullivan  and  William  Andrews.  charo;ed 

o  _  o 

with  highway  robbery.  The  information  was  made  against  these 
parties  during  the  last  (January  )  term  of  court,  and  true  bill  found 
by  the  grand  jiu’y,  and  the  parties  taken  into  court  for  trial.  The 
prosecutor  was  not  to  be  found  in  the  court;  sent  them  back  to  jail, 
where  they  remained  until  yesterday,  (February  IT,)  when  they  were 
bailed  out  by  Joshua  M.  Wiestling  and  Alfred  Hummel,  in  the  sum 
of  five  hundred  dollars  each,  and  I  understand  that  both  were  ex¬ 
amined  and  passed  by  the  surgeon  of  the  board  of  enrolment  of 
the  Fourteenth  Congressional  district.  The  men  could  not  be  mus¬ 
tered  in  during  the  afternoon,  when  a  bail  piece  was  procured,  and 
one  of  them,  Andrews,  was  returned  to  the  prison.  The  other  man, 
Sullivan,  escaped  from  the  parties  and  has  not  been  found.  There 
was* still  another  case — the  Commonwealth  vs.  Ed.  Fields  and 
Frank  Collins,  charged  with  larceny.  The  information  was  made 
about  the  middle  of  January,  1865,  before  Mayor  Roumfort.  These 
men  were  held  one  day,  and  discharged  by  a  written  order  of  Dis¬ 
trict  Attorney  Herr,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy : 


“  Wasiiin(}ton  Simmons, 

“  Discharge  Frank  Collins  and  Edward  Fields,  bail  having  been 
entered  for  their  appearance. 

“  A.  J.  Herr, 

“  District  Attorney. 

“  January  IT,  i8()5.” 

Tliis  discharge  was  given  me  on  tlie  second  day  of  the  term  of 
the  court,  January  IT. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  a  single  case  of  this  kind  where  the  recogni¬ 
zance  has  been  sued  out  ? 

A.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

Q.  Is  the  same  anxiety  generally  manifested  by  those  attorneys 
and  ollicials  to  secure  the  discharge  of  females  and  those  unfit  for 
military  service? 

A.  No,  sir;  onl}'  in  cases  of  able-bodied  men. 

Q.  Do  you  cite  the  cases  mentioned  as  the  onl}'  eases  in  which 
bail  has  been  taken  summarily  and  defendants  put  in  the  arim’,  or 
only  instances  of  general  practice  ? 

A.  There  have  probably  been  fift}^  cases  of  this  kind  of  ail  grades 
of  crimes  within  the  past  eighteen  months  ;  I  only  cite  these  as  in¬ 
stances. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  cases  where  parties  were  put  to  prison 
for  slight  offences  and  afterwards  put  into  the  army  ? 

A.  I  do ;  I  remember  one  case ;  the  man  was  committed  as  a 
vagrant,  and  afterwards  put  into  the  army  as  a  substitute  for  A.  J. 
Herr  ;  at  least  so  he,  Herr,  told  me.  A  number  of  colored  persons 
were  taken  out  b}"  Philip  Linn  and  put  into  the  army.  He  appeared 
to  make  a  business  of  it ;  he  paid  jail  fees  and  all  other  expenses. 

Q.  Can  you  ^ve  the  names  of  other  parties  who  have  been  ac¬ 
tively  engaged  in  procuring  the  discharge  of  prisoners  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  putting  them  into  the  arm}^  ? 

A.  There  were  a  number  of  others  who  got  out  single  prisoners, 
but  did  not  seem  to  make  a  business  of  it.  We  could  scarcely  have 
a  party  committed  for  a  further  hearing  without  parties  running 
after  them  to  put  them  into  the  army. 

G.  W.  Simmons. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me.  ' 

Attest :  H.  C.  Alleman, 

Chairman. 

John  S.  Detweiler, 

Secretary. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  testimony  of  Samuel  Gistwite,  assis¬ 
tant  keeper  of  Dauphin  County  prison;  Henry  Peffer,  an  alderman 
of  Harrisburg;  G.  R.  Nebinger,  claim  agent  and  bountj'  broker  ; 
Bernard  Campbell,  chief  of  police  of  Harrisburg,  who  said :  “  I 
have  known  a  great  many  persons  taken  out  of  Dauphin  County 
prison  and  put  into  the  army  by  Jacob  D.  Hoffman,  Harry  Bradley, 
(colored  man,)  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  District  Attorney' 
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Ilerr  was  connected  with  the  said  parties,’’  and  the  testimony  of  A. 
J.  Herr  himself  and  of  others,  which  partakes  somewhat  of  the 
character  of  his  testimony  in  the  Dr.  Jayne  case,  all  show  beyond 
the  possibility  of  deiibt  that  he  had  a  guilty  knowledge  of,  if  not  a 
direct  compact  wdth,  the  corruptionists  who  defrauded  the  people  of 
the  State  out  of  twelve  million  dollars  in  1864.  The  sworn  testi¬ 
mony  of  the  above  named  parties,  with  that  of  many  others,  can  be 
found  on  pages  23,  24.  25,  and  26  of  the  Appendix  to  Legislative 
Record  of  1865. 

Fellow  citizens  and  soldiers,  will  vou  vote  for  him  ? 

THIRD  REASON. 


The  Riot  Bribery  Case. 

The  great  conhagration  at  Pittsburg  growing  out  of  the  railroad 
riots  will  not  be  forgotten.  A  bill  was  introduced  in  the  House 
to  saddle  the  damages,  amounting  to  about  two  millions,  upon  the 
State.  The  bill  provided  for  an  appropriation  of  four  millions. 
The  steal  was  so  enormous  and  apparent  that  the  friends  of  the  bill 
cut  it  down  to  three  millions,  a  clear  steal  even  then  of  nearly  one 
million  dollars.  A  powerful  lobby  put  in  an  appearance  headed  b}* 
Wm.  H.  Kemble,  ex-State  Treasurer.  It  w^as  charged  upon  the 
floor  of  the  House  b}’  the  Hon.  C.  S.  Wolf,  of  Union  county,  that 
members  had  been  corruptly  solicited  to  vote  for  the  bill  and  a 
committee  of  investigation  appointed.  The  facts  developed  are  fa¬ 
miliar  to  every  voter  in  this  and  adjoining  counties  and  need  not 
now  be  repeated.  The  result  was  a  return  to  the  Grand  Jury  of 
some  of  the  members  of  the  House  and  a  large  number  of  the  lobbv 
for  indictment.  A  true  bill  was  found  and  the  parties  admitted  to 
bail.  When  the  case  was  called  in  court  the  indictments  were 
/quashed  upon  a  technicalit}^  which,  from  many  circumstances,  is 
generally  believed  to  have  been  previously  planned  to  defeat  jus¬ 
tice.  Samuel  F.  Barr,  the  present  Republican  candidate  for  Con¬ 
gress,  was  foreman  of  the  jury  from  which  this  defective  indict¬ 
ment  emanated.  Another  indictment  w'as  found  and  when  the  par¬ 
ties  were  arraigned,  four  plead  guilty  to  corrupt  solicitation,  that 
being  the  first  count  in  the  indictment.  During  all  these  proceed¬ 
ings  Andrew  Jackson  Herr  had  descended  from  his  high  position 
ill  the  Senate  to  act  as  counsel  for  those  who  plead  guilty  to  cor¬ 
rupt  a  legislative  body,  over  one  branch  of  wUich  he  was  the  pre¬ 
siding  officer.  Had  he  performed  his  duty  as  a  legislator  he  would 
have  been  a  prosecutor  and  not  a  defender  of  such  crimes  and  vio¬ 
lations  of  the  Constitution. 

The,  defendants  asked  that  their  sentences  be  deferred  until  the 
next  term  of  court.  Their  request  was  complied  with  and  bail  ac¬ 
cepted,  Andrew  Jackson  Herr,  as  counsel,  promising  the  defend¬ 
ants  should  be  on  hand  at  the  appointed  time,  to  receive  sentence. 
When  court  convened  the  defendants  were  not  to  Ixi  found.  They 
had  fled  from  the  state. 


22 


Andrew  Jackson  Herr  acknowledged  that  the  criminals  had 
kept  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  at  his  instigation.  This 
was  an  insult  to  the  court,  and  a  mockery  of  Justice.  Sometime 
after  adjournment  of  court,  the  parties  put  in  an  appearance,  and 
hail  was  again  taken  for  their  attendance  at  the  next  term  of  court. 
Judge  Pearson  was  constrained  to  say  that ‘he  had  been  cajoled  by 
counsel  for  defense  once  before  in  this  matter.  “  They  received  a 
postponement  of  the  sentence  for  a  while,  on  the  plea  that  there 
was  pressing  business  to  be  transacted  by  the  defendants,  when  in 
reality  they  wanted  to  get  their  cases  before  the  Board  of  Pardons.” 
For  thus  misleading  the  court,  A.  J.  Herr  is  more  responsible  than 
all  the  rest  of  the  counsel.  When  an  attorney  is  admitted  to  the 
bar,  he  makes  oath  as  follows ;  “You  do  swear  (or  affirm)  that  you 
will  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  the  Consti¬ 
tution  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  that  you  will  behave  j^ourself 
in  the  office  of  attorney,  within  this  court,  according  to  the  best  of 
your  learning  and  ability,  and  with  all  good  fidelity,  as  well  to  the 
Courts  as  to  the  client;  that  you  will  use  no  falsehood,  nor  delay 
any  person’s  cause  for  lucre  or  malice.” 

Now  did  or  did  not  Andrew  Jackson  Herr  violate  his  official 
oath  in  his  conduct  of  these  cases  ?  It  appears  to  be  as  desirous 
in  “ways  that  are  dark  ”  as  his  conduct  in  1855  and  1864. 

An  endorsement  of  Mr.  Herr  is  an  endorsement  of  the  whole 
Riot  Bill  Swindle,  and  the  monstrously  iniquitious  action  of  the 
Pardon  Board,  an  action  unwarranted  by  law  or  justice  in  violation 
of  all  rule  and  in  defiance  of  public  opinion.  Why  did  these  men 
plead  guilty?  Was  it  a  political  necessity  that  turned  them  free 
by  a  previously  lorepared  pardon  ?  Fellow  citizens  !  are  you  pre¬ 
pored  to  vote  to  sustain  a  man  who  was  nominated  by  ring  influence, 
and  in  a  nineteen  minutes  convention  in  which  the  voice  of  the 
people  was  stiffled  by  sharp  practice  and  intrigue?  Read  the  rec¬ 
ord  and  judge  ye  whether  Andrew  Jackson  Herr  is  worthy  your 
support. 
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